
 

Indonesia 
Remote West Papuan Islands Cruise 

19th November to 1st December 2018 (13 Days) 

Buru Extension 
1st to 7th December 2018 (7 days) 

Displaying Wilson’s Bird-of-paradise by Dubi Shapiro 

 

Our new and exciting Remote West Papuan Island cruise to the Raja Ampat Islands (Four Kings: Waigeu, 

Batanta, Salawati and Misool), plus the very rarely-explored island of Kofiau, will seek out some of our 

planet’s rarest and least-known species. These include such extraordinary gems as Wilson’s Bird-of-
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paradise (regarded by many as the most spectacular bird on earth!), Red Bird-of-paradise, Kofiau Paradise 

Kingfisher and Kofiau Monarch. Thereafter we cross Weber’s Line and head into the south Moluccas. Here 

we explore little-birded waters in addition to visiting several endemic-rich islands including Obi, Seram 

and Boano, ending in Ambon for many incredibly exciting endemics such as Carunculated Fruit Dove, Obi 

Woodcock, Lazuli Kingfisher, Seram Cockatoo, Boano Monarch and Long-crested Myna, to mention but a 

handful.  

Our Buru Extension explores a beautifully forested island hosting around 20 avian endemics 

including Buru Green Pigeon, Spectacled Imperial Pigeon, superb Buru Racket-tail, Moluccan King Parrot, 

Buru Boobook, Black-tipped Monarch and Tawny-backed Fantail among many others, and if we are very 

lucky we may even find Moluccan Masked Owl or the reputedly nocturnal Black-lored Parrot! 

 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 

REMOTE WEST PAPUA CRUISE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Arrival in Sorong and PM birding on the Vogelkop (Bird’s Head) 

Day 2 AM birding Vogelkop; PM sail to Raja Ampat Islands 

Days 3 & 4 Raja Ampat Islands 

Day 5 Raja Ampat Islands to Kofiau 

Day 6 Kofiau Island and late afternoon departure to Obi Island 

Day 7 Obi Island 

Day 8 Obi Island to Seram 

Days 9 to 11 Seram 

Day 12 Boano Island 

Day 13 Ambon and depart 
 

BURU EXTENSION ITINERARY 

Day 1 Afternoon birding on Ambon and overnight ferry to Buru 

Day 2 Arrival in Buru 

Days 3 to 5 Birding Buru 

Day 6 Birding Buru and overnight ferry from Buru to Ambon  

Day 7 Arrival in Ambon and morning departure 
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TOUR ROUTE MAP… 
 

 

 

 

THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 
 

Day 1: Arrival in Sorong and PM birding on the Vogelkop (Bird’s Head).  Today has been set aside 

largely as an arrival day in the city of Sorong, located on the 

extreme western tip of New Guinea. On arrival we will keep our 

eyes peeled for Cinnamon Bittern, a very recent colonist to only 

this locality on New Guinea. After settling into our very 

comfortable and elegant hotel, we will then set off this afternoon 

to commence our exploration of the Vogelkop (Bird’s Head) area. 

Here we will encounter a spectrum of wooded habitats ranging 

from scrub and secondary woodland to primary moist lowland and 

hill forest. Most of our birding will be from an easily drivable road 

that bisects the birding habitat, thus affording us an opportunity to 

encounter a fair selection of mainland New Guinea species. It 

should however be noted that a recent visit has reported large scale 

habitat degradation and high levels of trapping for the cage bird 

trade, with a few species having become quite rare. We will 

however still have excellent chances at finding a great selection of 

typical New Guinea species.  

 

Some of the birds we may encounter include Pacific Baza, Grey-

headed Goshawk, Bar-tailed (Black-billed) Cuckoo-Dove, Red-

billed Brushturkey (always tough!) and a wonderful range of fruit 

doves including Wompoo, Superb, Pink-spotted, Orange-fronted, 
Lesser Bird-of-paradise  

by Markus Lilje 



RBL Indonesia - Remote West Papuan Islands and Buru Itinerary                                                                                   

 

 

 

4 

Beautiful, Dwarf, Orange-bellied and 

perhaps even Coroneted, as well as Purple-

tailed, Pinon’s and Zoe’s Imperial Pigeons, 

Blyth’s Hornbill, Palm Cockatoo, Black 

Lory (virtually endemic to Vogelkop), 

Eclectus and Red-cheeked Parrots, 

Moluccan King Parrot, Red-flanked 

Lorikeet, Yellow-capped Pygmy Parrot, 

Orange-breasted Fig Parrot, White-crowned 

Cuckoo (Koel), Papuan Spine-tailed Swift 

(Papuan Spinetail), perhaps Red-breasted 

Paradise and Yellow-billed Kingfishers, the 

local form of Red-bellied Pitta, Rusty 

Mouse-warbler and the sumptuous Emperor 

Fairywren.  

 

There is also the very poorly-known Broad-

billed Fairywren, Tawny Straightbill 

(uncommon; most often seen as a very active 

member of mixed flocks), a wide range of 

honeyeaters, Black Berrypecker, the 

wonderfully vocal Hooded Butcherbird, perhaps Golden Cuckooshrike, the recently split Southern Variable 

Pitohui, Shining Flycatcher, Spot-winged Monarch (a valuable comparison for later when we hopefully see 

the Kofiau Monarch), the rather elusive Rufous Monarch, Rufous-backed Fantail, Trumpet and Glossy-

mantled Manucodes (birds-of-paradise indeed!), Grey Crow, Magnificent Riflebird (more likely heard than 

seen), Lesser Bird-of-paradise, possibly King Bird-of-paradise and, if we are very fortunate, the bizarre 

swamp specialist, Twelve-wired Bird-of-paradise, the localized Black-chinned Robin, Golden Myna and 

Streak-headed Mannikin.  

 

Pair of Red Bird-of-Paradise by K. David Bishop 

Sunset by K. David Bishop 
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Day 2: AM birding Vogelkop, PM sail to Raja Ampat 

Islands.  This morning we will head out before dawn along the 

north coast of Vogelkop. We will spend the morning searching 

for the many species mentioned above and, in particular, those 

not encountered the previous afternoon.  

 

After what should be an incredible introduction to the region’s 

birds, we will return to our attractive hotel in time to clean up, 

pack and enjoy a well-deserved lunch before boarding our ship 

and setting sail for the Raja Ampat Islands.  

 

Days 3 & 4: Raja Ampat Islands.  On our first morning here 

we will make an early start with a pre-dawn landing on the 

south coast of Waigeo. Awaiting vehicles will then drive us 

inland along a wonderfully forested track to a series of blinds 

especially erected to permit us to observe one of the most 

beautiful birds on Earth – displaying Wilson’s Bird-of-

paradise!! No longer do we have to climb a brutally steep hill 

for three hours in order to sit and hope that this remarkable bird 

attends just one display lek located on a steep hillside. We will 

permit ourselves plenty of time to relax and really enjoy this 

fabulous bird, and for the photographers amongst us, this will 

be the opportunity of a lifetime! To sit in these hides watching these gorgeous birds, while hornbills and 

cockatoos call overhead, and with a supporting cast of imperial pigeons, Common Paradise Kingfishers and 

Hooded Butcherbirds all calling in the surrounding forest, is a fabulously evocative experience and certainly 

one of the major highlights of this entire tour. Once we are fully satiated with the Wilson’s Bird-of-paradise, 

we will spend the rest of the morning birding along a lovely forested road with little or no traffic to disturb 

us. As the day heats up and bird activity diminishes we will retreat to the cool and comfort of our ship, 

affording us an opportunity to rest, relax, clean up and reflect on what should have been a very special 

morning indeed! 

 

For the remainder of our time in the Raja 

Ampats we have seemingly endless options 

thanks to the flexibility of our vessel, 

enabling us to explore a range of islands and 

habitats. We will likely spend more time on 

Waigeo, especially searching for a couple of 

tricky endemics that we will make a special 

effort to see. These include the peculiar 

Brown-headed Crow and stunning Red 

Bird-of-paradise, the latter of which we will 

spend part of one morning watching at a 

display tree that may have as many as 12 

displaying males! We will also visit one or 

two tiny offshore islets for small 

island/“supertramp” species such as the 

local form of White-bibbed Fruit Dove 

Western Crowned Pigeon  

by Dubi Shapiro 

Limestone Karst at Waigeo by K. David Bishop 
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(recently split by some authorities as Moluccan Fruit Dove), Western Crowned Pigeon, Spice Imperial 

Pigeon – now split from the birds on Biak, possibly Spectacled Imperial Pigeon if we are very lucky, Violet-

necked Lory, Great-billed Parrot, Beach Kingfisher, Varied Honeyeater, a very distinctive and possibly as-

yet-undescribed honeyeater most likely closely related to Olive Honeyeater.  

 

Arafura Fantail, Island Monarch, Island Whistler and Lemon-

bellied White-eye. Other species we will search for in particular 

include Dusky Megapode (Scrubfowl) – quite common in these 

islands and we have a good chance of encountering it, Great-billed 

Heron, Eastern Osprey, White-bellied Sea Eagle, Brahminy Kite, 

possibly the white morph of Variable Goshawk, chances for 

Barred Rail (here at the eastern edge of its range), stunning Claret-

breasted Fruit Dove, Pied Imperial Pigeon, Great and Brown 

Cuckoo-Doves, Black-capped Lory, Little Bronze and Brush 

Cuckoos, Papuan Frogmouth, Papuan Boobook, Large-tailed 

Nightjar, Rufous-bellied Kookaburra, Common Paradise 

Kingfisher, Glossy Swiftlet, Moustached Treeswift, Hooded Pitta, 

Spotted Honeyeater, Helmeted Friarbird, Tropical Scrubwren, 

Yellow-bellied and Pygmy Longbills, Black-sided Robin, Golden 

Monarch, Moluccan Starling and Olive-crowned Flowerpecker.  

 

Day 5: Raja Ampat Islands to Kofiau.  This morning we will 

have another opportunity to explore this wonderful area before 

departing in the early afternoon for Kofiau. During our cruise we 

will be sailing through waters that are rarely if ever visited by 

birders. Some of the seabirds we may encounter include 

Swinhoe’s Storm Petrel (recently recorded in these waters for the 

first time), Bulwer’s Petrel, Streaked, Heinroth’s (recently found in 

these waters) and Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, Greater and Lesser 

Frigatebirds, Brown and perhaps Red-footed Boobies, and a great 

variety of terns including Black Noddy. We should also encounter 

large numbers of Red-necked Phalarope wintering on these seas. 

Cetaceans are even less known and we will make a special effort to 

find and identify these magnificent mammals in what is a virtually 

unknown region for this group. 

 

Day 6: Kofiau Island and late afternoon departure to Obi 

Island.  We have the entire morning to explore this little-known 

island. David Bishop, together with Jared Diamond were the first 

field biologists to explore this island and their work has recently 

been published in a scientific journal. David returned to Kofiau in 

2012 and was still able to find the two fabulous endemics – Kofiau 

Paradise Kingfisher and Kofiau Monarch, so our chances of seeing 

these two incredibly range-restricted birds are good. As a side note 

the images of both the Paradise Kingfisher and the Monarch are to 

the best of our knowledge the only ones in existence. The Kingfisher 

Kofiau Paradise Kingfisher  

by David Bishop 

Claret-breasted Fruit Dove 

 by Jonathan Rossouw 
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was recently published for the first time in a book called The World’s Rarest Birds while the Monarch has 

never been published before.   

 

In addition to these specialties, we will also search for a good 

variety of other species including several for which Kofiau is the 

only New Guinea locality; for example, Spotted Kestrel and (until 

recently) Spectacled Imperial Pigeon. More widespread species 

include Red-necked Crake, Nankeen (Rufous) Night Heron, 

Eastern Osprey, Pacific Baza, White-bellied Sea Eagle, Brahminy 

Kite, Variable Goshawk, Claret-breasted Fruit Dove, Spice 

Imperial Pigeon, Violet-necked Lory, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, 

Great-billed Parrot, Double-eyed Fig Parrot, Brush Cuckoo, the 

migrant Channel-billed Cuckoo, Little and Sacred Kingfishers, 

Rainbow Bee-eater, Common Dollarbird, Hooded Pitta, White-

bellied Cuckooshrike, Common Cicadabird, Black-browed Triller, 

Large-billed Gerygone, Northern Fantail, Black and Olive-backed 

Sunbirds, Helmeted Friarbird, possibly Black-faced Munia, Hair-

crested Drongo and Torresian Crow. After lunch on this very 

lovely island, we will commence our cruise to the equally little-

known island of Obi.  

 

Day 7: Obi Island.  Aside from early collectors and a team of 

students who recently spent several weeks on the island, we may 

very well be the first birding tour to ever visit the island of Obi. 

Having travelled westwards and crossed Weber’s Line, we are now fully within the realm of Wallacea. 

Located in the very center of the Moluccas, Obi hosts two very special and poorly-known endemics: the 

peculiar Carunculated Fruit Dove, and very recently rediscovered Moluccan (Obi) Woodcock. We will 

attempt to seek out both species in addition to a suite of other more widespread birds, including Spotted 

Whistling Duck, Black Bittern, Bare-eyed Rail, Red-necked Crake, Common, Variable Dwarf and Blue-

and-white Kingfishers, Moluccan Cuckoo, Chattering Lory, Seram (Moluccan) and Uniform Swiftlets, 

Moluccan Scops Owl, Metallic Pigeon, Scarlet-

breasted, Superb and Black-naped Fruit Doves, 

Cinnamon-bellied Imperial Pigeon, Rufous-

necked Sparrowhawk, Oriental and Australian 

Hobbies, Red-bellied Pitta, Dusky Myzomela, 

Black-chinned (split from Golden) and Drab 

Whistlers, the peculiar Paradise-crow (another 

odd bird of paradise), Spectacled and Slaty 

Monarchs, Northern Golden Bulbul, Cream-

throated White-eye and Flame-breasted 

Flowerpecker. If we are incredibly fortunate we 

may even come across the almost mythical 

Invisible (or Drummer) Rail.  

 

Day 8: Obi Island to Seram.  We have much of 

the day to bird this exceptional little island for 

any species we may still need or desire better 

Rainbow Lorikeet  

by Jonathan Rossouw 

Kofiau Monarch by David Bishop 
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views of.  In the afternoon we will then cruise southwards to the north coast of Seram, where we will spend 

several exciting days searching for an exceptional array of very rare and special species. 

 

Days 9 to 11: Seram.  Anchoring and landing at 

or near Sawai, we have three full days in which to 

explore the rather large, mountainous island of 

Seram, in addition to an offshore island or two 

that we will visit using small boats.  

 

Much of the area we will be birding is within the 

important conservation area of Manusela 

National Park, which encompasses Seram’s 

highest mountain Gunung (Gng.) Binaia at 3 

057m. Most of our time will be spent birding 

along a magnificent road that crosses the island 

from north to south and ascends to about 1 600m 

elevation, thereby permitting us a chance for a 

very large percentage of Seram’s endemic birds, 

including some of its very poorly-known high 

elevation specialties.  

 

Some of the species we hope to encounter include Forsten’s Megapode (Scrubfowl), Pacific Baza, Rufous-

necked Sparrowhawk, Meyer’s Goshawk, Black and Pygmy Eagles, Spotted Kestrel, Oriental Hobby, 

Spotted Whistling Duck, Little Pied Cormorant, Australian White Ibis, Pale-vented (Rufous-tailed) Bush-

hen, Claret-breasted Fruit Dove, Spectacled Imperial Pigeon, Seram (Long-tailed) Mountain Pigeon, the 

spectacular and severely threatened Salmon-crested Cockatoo, Rainbow Lorikeet, Red and Purple-naped 

Lory (the latter very uncommon), Red-breasted Pygmy Parrot, Moluccan King Parrot, Moustached 

Treeswift, Seram Swiftlet, Moluccan Cuckoo, Asian (Common) and Pacific (Australian) Koels, Channel-

billed Cuckoo, Moluccan Scops Owl, Hantu (split from Moluccan) Boobook, Moluccan (Lesser) Masked 

Owl (extremely rare), Variable Dwarf, Little, Collared and Lazuli Kingfishers, Blyth’s Hornbill, Moluccan 

Cuckooshrike, Pale Cicadabird, Spangled 

Drongo, Seram (Southern) Golden Bulbul, 

Grey-collared (Seram) Oriole, Chestnut-

backed Bush Warbler, Island Leaf Warbler, 

Olive and Seram Honeyeaters, Drab and 

Wakolo Myzomelas, Seram Friarbird, 

Turquoise (Island) Verditer, Snowy-browed 

Flycatcher, Island and Spectacled Monarchs, 

Seram Thrush, Northern and Streak-breasted 

Fantails, Drab Whistler, Seram White-eye, 

Rufescent Dark-eye, Moluccan Starling and 

the strikingly unique Long-crested Myna. 

With a great deal of luck we may even find 

two very rarely encountered, high elevation 

endemics: Blue-eared Lory and Grey-hooded 

White-eye, both of which have recently been 

found along this road! On the evening of our 

Scarlet-breasted Fruit Dove by David Hoddinott 

Seram White-eye by K. David Bishop 
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third day here, we bid farewell to Seram and continue our journey to the nearby island of Boano. 

 

Day 12: Boano Island.  We have the entire day in 

which to seek out the little-known Black-chinned 

(Boano) Monarch, which has only recently been 

rediscovered. This evening we will return to our 

vessel for a final celebratory dinner together while 

we slowly set sail towards Ambon.  

 

Day 13: Ambon and depart.  We plan to arrive in 

Ambon this morning. If time permits, we may bird 

a remnant patch of forest to search for the endemic 

Ambon White-eye. Thereafter we will make our 

way to the airport for our onward flights home. 

Those of us continuing on the Buru Extension will 

enjoy further birding opportunities this afternoon 

before taking an overnight ferry ride to the exciting 

island of Buru. 

 

Buru Extension 
 

Day 1: Afternoon birding in Ambon and 

overnight ferry to Buru.  This afternoon we will 

bird an area of some remaining forest to search for 

the endemic Ambon White-eye, in addition to 

further chances for species such as Claret-breasted 

Fruit Dove, Moluccan Flycatcher, Spectacled 

Monarch and Ashy Flowerpecker. After dinner we 

will board an overnight ferry that will take us to 

the seldom-birded island of Buru. 

 

Day 2: Arrival in Buru.  In the early hours of this 

morning we will arrive in Namlea, the capital of the 

little-known island of Buru, where we will spend 

the next four nights and four full days searching for 

a remarkable collection of rare and endemic 

species seen by very few birders!  

 

Buru is an oval-shaped, non-volcanic island and encompasses some 8 500 sq km. This island is the third largest 

of the Maluku Islands after Halmahera and Seram. Once a political prison island, Buru has until recently been 

very difficult to visit, especially for a birder wandering around with binoculars! Happily, all that has changed 

and Buru is now a fabulous destination for the adventurous world-birder. Much of eastern Buru is relatively 

flat and, unfortunately, as is so often the case in the tropical lowlands, much of this area has been cleared and 

converted to farmland. We will therefore concentrate our attentions on the central and mountainous western 

half of the island. Upon our arrival in the capital Namlea, we will drive – while keeping alert for the smart, 

resident Spotted Harrier along the way – to our remarkably attractive guest house (especially in the context 

Superb Fruit Dove by David Hoddinott 

Blue-and-white Kingfisher by K. David Bishop 
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of the Moluccas) at Waspait, located mid-way along Buru’s north coast. For five nights this will be our base 

for forays southwards into the forested highlands and into coastal and mangrove forests and whatever 

remains of the lowland forests. Naturally we will focus our attention on the Buru endemics; species that occur 

here and nowhere else on our planet. 

 

This afternoon we will commence our eagerly 

awaited exploration of this little-known island by 

visiting a remnant area of lowland forest where, 

with a bit of luck, we may find such gems as the 

pretty Black-tipped Monarch and Buru White-

eye, along with other endemics including Buru 

Golden Bulbul (split from Golden), Hair-crested 

Drongo, Black-faced Friarbird and Flame-

breasted Flowerpecker.   

 

Here we may also find Brown Cuckoo-Dove, 

Superb Fruit Dove, Spectacled Imperial Pigeon, 

Rainbow Lorikeet, Red-cheeked Parrot, 

Moluccan Cuckoo (split from Rusty-breasted), 

Australian Koel, Lesser Coucal, Seram Swiftlet 

(split from Moluccan), Moustached Treeswift, 

Collared Kingfisher, Pale Cicadabird (a 

Moluccan endemic), Golden-headed Cisticola – with its unusual local vocabulary, White-naped Monarch, 

Moluccan (Slaty) Flycatcher, Northern Fantail, Drab Whistler (endemic to the Moluccas and Sula Islands), 

Black Sunbird, the regionally endemic Black-breasted Sunbird (a highly distinctive split from Olive-

backed), and Black-faced Munia. Palearctic migrants are few at this time of the year, but we could still turn 

up something interesting.  

 

Days 3 to 5: Buru Island.  During the next three days with the aid of four-wheel-drive vehicles and some 

rather early starts, we will venture along well-made but now disused logging tracks into some fine upland 

forest that may take us to elevations of 1 300m or higher. Here, amidst some truly lovely forest, we will search 

for some of the least known birds in all of 

Wallacea: Moluccan Goshawk, Rufous-

necked Sparrowhawk and the rather 

uncommon and elusive Buru Green Pigeon; 

while at higher elevations we will search for 

Buru Mountain Pigeon and Moluccan Cuckoo. 

We will also make a special effort to find the 

virtually unknown, deep-forest dwelling caylei 

subspecies of Lesser Masked Owl, namely 

Hantu (Ghost or Spirit) Boobook (Owl).  

 

Other targets include the extraordinarily rare 

and little-known Blue-fronted Lorikeet, the 

common Buru Racket-tail, Black-lored Parrot 

if we are very fortunate (only recently 

observed in the wild for the first time, it was 

Madanga by David and Judy Smith 

Buru Thrush by K. David Bishop 
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thought to be nocturnal), Red-bellied Pitta (now 

split by some authorities as Buru Pitta), Wakolo 

Myzomela, Buru Honeyeater (we will have to 

ascend very high to have a realistic hope of seeing 

this montane endemic), Black-faced Friarbird, Buru 

Cuckooshrike, Pale Cicadabird, Yellow-throated 

Whistler, Black-eared Oriole, the dapper Tawny-

backed Fantail, Black-tipped Monarch, Buru 

Golden Bulbul, Buru White-eye, the very rarely-

seen Buru Thrush, Streak-breasted Jungle 

Flycatcher, Cinnamon-chested Flycatcher, and 

Flame-breasted Flowerpecker. We will make a big 

effort to find the Madanga – a monotypic ‘white-

eye’ with a lovely russet throat that lives very high 

in the mountains of Buru and is virtually unknown 

as a living bird. 

 

More widespread species that we may encounter include Forsten’s Megapode (Scrubfowl), Pacific Baza, 

Black Eagle, Variable and Brown Goshawks, perhaps Metallic Pigeon, Brown and Great Cuckoo-Doves, 

Common Emerald Dove, Superb, White-bibbed (recently split as Moluccan), and Claret-breasted Fruit Doves, 

Spectacled Imperial Pigeon, Little Bronze Cuckoo, the Austral-migrant Channel-billed Cuckoo, Moluccan 

Scops Owl, Large-tailed Nightjar, Seram Swiftlet, Moustached Treeswift, Oriental Dollarbird, Common 

Paradise Kingfisher, Variable Dwarf Kingfisher, Spotted Kestrel, Red-breasted Pygmy Parrot, Red (Moluccan 

Red) Lory, Eclectus, Red-cheeked and Great-billed Parrots, Moluccan King Parrot, Drab Whistler, Hair-

crested Drongo, Northern Fantail, White-naped Monarch, Moluccan Flycatcher, Torresian Crow, Island Leaf 

Warbler, Chestnut-backed Bush Warbler and Moluccan Starling.    

Buru White-eye by K. David Bishop 

The Seahorse by K. David Bishop 
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Day 6: Full day birding in Buru and overnight ferry to Ambon.  We have the full day for further Buru 

birding in order to search for any species we may have missed or wish for better views of. After dinner we 

will take the overnight ferry to Ambon.  

 

Day 7: Departure from Ambon.  Our tour of this remarkable region comes to an end this morning with our 

transfer to the airport, where we will connect with a morning departing flight from Ambon. 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this tour 

are displayed on our website. For the Remote West Papuan Islands cruise, click here; and for the Buru 

Extension, click here. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

This includes: 

 All meals from lunch on day 1 to breakfast on day 13 for the main tour, from lunch on day 1 to 

breakfast on day 7 of the Buru extension; 

 Bottled drinking water; 

 All lodgings with 1 night at a hotel in Sorong and 11 nights on The Seahorse Liveaboard. All hotel 

lodgings on the Buru Extension except for the first and last night during the overnight ferry crossing; 

 Ground transportation at various island stops; 

 Overnight ferry crossing from Ambon to Buru and return for the extension; 

 All activities mentioned in the itinerary; 

 Reserve entrance fees and landing permits;  

 Local land owner fees; 

 West Papua police travel permits; 

 Landing fees; and 

 All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services.) 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

 Visa fees; 

 ANY flights (see above); 

 Any beverages; 

 Camera fees; 

 Special gratuities; and 

 Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour 

price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other 

currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final 

invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single 

supplement rates, which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient participants, a small 

party supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may 

have to be adjusted as a result.  

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tourinfo/indonesia-remote-west-papuan-islands-cruise-2018
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tourinfo/indonesia-remote-west-papuan-islands-buru-extension-2018


RBL Indonesia - Remote West Papuan Islands and Buru Itinerary                                                                                   

 

 

 

13 

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will 

attempt to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Tipping:  

As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants, ship’s captain and crew etc.) are included 

on this tour. However, this does NOT include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that 

he/they have given you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them. 

 

Special Notes:  

 Our time off the ship includes boat cruises and light-to-moderate walking and hiking in refuges and 

preserves. Physical demands will be easy to moderate, but please bear in mind that our land excursions 

may involve a moderate amount of walking and standing. We emphasize that no one will be subjected 

to physical demands that exceed their capabilities. All walking will be done at a slow pace. If you have 

any physical limitations or medical conditions of any sort, please do let the Rockjumper office know in 

advance. 

 We will be birding in some remote areas well away from modern medical facilities.  

 Your trip to Indonesia will be a moderately paced, but full travel experience in which birding activities 

are combined with relaxing cruise time. This trip offers considerable exposure to a seldom-visited part 

of the world, but with a clear emphasis on observing as many of the region’s endemic and special birds 

as possible, as well as enjoying the scenic wonders of the islands we’ll be visiting.  

 Most days in the lowlands will be hot, dry and sunny, but overcast conditions are fairly frequent and 

some rain, heavy at times, can be expected in the afternoons. In montane areas it will range from very 

cool to warm. Humidity levels are often rather high.  

 There will be limited opportunities for swimming and snorkelling at select sites along the cruise route. 

Our vessel is fully equipped with fins, masks and snorkels free of charge. Participants who prefer to 

bring their own equipment are welcome to do so, but should be aware of the weight this adds to their 

luggage. 

 With early starts, some long days in the field are to be expected. 

 

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will depart from Sorong Airport (IATA: SOQ), West 

Papua on day 1 of the main tour. (NOTE: Most flights to Sorong Airport are scheduled from, or via 

Makassar (IATA: UPG). The cruise will conclude at Pattimura Airport, Ambon (IATA: AMQ) on day 13. 

 The Buru Extension will depart from Pattimura Airport, Ambon (IATA: AMQ) on day 1, and will 

conclude at Pattimura Airport, Ambon (IATA: AMQ) on the morning of day 7.  

 The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, 

kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

Jakarta and Bali are generally the main ports of entry for international flights into Indonesia. However, 

Sultan Hasanuddin International Airport, Makassar (IATA: UPG) is the preferred airport for connecting 

flights on this tour. The recommended route is to fly from Changi Airport, Singapore (IATA: SIN) direct to 

Makassar, Indonesia (IATA: UPG) on Silk Air. For those on the Buru Extension, the best routes out of 
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Pattimura Airport, Ambon (IATA: AMQ) are via Makassar (IATA: UPG) or Jakarta (IATA: CGK). We 

have the capacity to advise you on the best route according to your preferences, but your local travel agent 

will best be able to book these flights for you.  

IMPORTANT: please DO NOT book your international flights until you have consulted the 

Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Ltd 

Labourdonnais Village 

Mapou 

Mauritius 

Tel (USA & Canada) toll free: 1-888-990-5552 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com  
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